Speaking of Things Pertaining to the Kingdom
 Baptism 

Carnal Ordinance
Religion has turned baptism into a “carnal ordinance.”

I was baptized the second time, 18 years after the first time; because the minister was sure that the correct wording had not been used during the ceremony.

Act 19:5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Mat 28:19  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

His question was, “Were you baptized in the name of Jesus, or were you baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost?  If you say it this way, you can make sure that nothing important was left out!”
“I baptize you in the name of Jesus who commanded us to be baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.”

Is that what it is all about, the ritual of the ceremony?

1Pe 3:21  The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience (co-perception) toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 

Mat 28:20  Teaching them to observe (hold fast) all things whatsoever I have commanded (entrusted to) you: 
Is this saying, “He commanded me to be baptized, so I was baptized?  Now I have a clear conscious because I was obedient.” Or does it go deeper?

It is the truth, not the ritual that sets us free.  We must be equipped with truth and guard it!  
Mar 16:15  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 

Mar 16:16  He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 

Does this mean that unless believing is accompanied with baptism we will not be saved?  Yes, but it is not what you think. We have a religious definition of salvation.  It says that if we believe, we won’t go to hell.  It is all about a future sense of security in a utopian place that fulfills everything that we have missed in this life.  The word saved in the Greek dictionary actually means to bring to deliverance or a sense of wholeness.  The kingdom is within us. Now is the day of salvation.  We can experience these things in this life to a greater degree than we have imagined.  But, believing must be accompanied with coming to a revelation of who you are, and how God really sees you.  It comes with being taught the “things pertaining to the kingdom,” or, in other words, being “baptized in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”
One of the most common questions that I hear among even Christians is, “Who am I?  I don’t have a sense of purpose or destiny.  I don’t feel fulfilled.” We have followed the letter of the law, but it has failed to set people free.
Baptism, without leading people to a revelation of what it means to be a son, is only a powerless carnal ordinance. It sounds good, and it feels good, but it is not able to affect the conscious.  Religion has taught us to focus on guilt.  It was our sins and failures forced him to be crucified. 
Heb 9:8  The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: 

Heb 9:9  Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience; 

Heb 9:10  Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings (baptismos), and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. 

The time of reformation has come!  Jesus through his death, brought God and his people together in a new way.  We have been buried with Jesus by baptism unto death.  The sin issue that produced guilt has been solved.  We were planted in the likeness of his death.  His death was our death. (baptism-closely relating to the one into whom you are baptized)  Not only have we been baptized into his death, but we have been baptized into the likeness of his resurrection.
Rom 6:3  Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Rom 6:4  Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Rom 6:5  For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 

Baptism that does not affect one’s sense of identity is only a carnal ordinance!  True baptism should lead one to this revelation, “I am not just a sinner saved by grace.  I am no longer sin conscious.  I am God conscious.  I am a son! I am son conscious.”
1Jn 4:17  Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 
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